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CONFORMITY 


Collusion - Illusion - Delusion 


Millions of people today are being herded 
into patterns of thinking and ways of life which 
only too often are devoid of moral and spiritual 
controls. 


Through the things which they see, the things 
that they hear, and the inevitable associations 
of every day life, a general mass psychology is 
developed, a psychology of conformity to that 
which most people seem to be doing. 


Our young people are particularly subject to 
the present trends in herd psychology. Public 
and private schools, colleges and universities, 
all show this deadly conformity to set patterns. 


Collusion 


The American public is the victim of a col- 
lusion which is vicious, premeditated and dia- 
bolically clever. Geared to the selling of 
products, we are being sold a bill of goods in 
lowered moral, ethical and spiritual standards. 


The alcohol, tobacco and other interests make 
it appear that the use of their own particular 
product is approved and employed by the best 
people and nonconformity on the part of any, 
makes them obsolete, out of the running and 
just a little queer. To say “No” is not easy 
these days. None of us, particularly young peo- 
ple, care to be different. But the present-day 
psychology assumes that everyone drinks, smokes, 
pets, dances and follows a set social pattern. 
Such can be devastating in its effect. 


That interested purveyors of certain products 
concentrate on developing this psychology is 
having its telling effect. On every hand the 
“man of distinction” is paraded before us with 
a glass of whiskey in his hand. The home of 
“gracious living” is portrayed with bottles of 
beer and ale being passed to guests. Despite 
the evidence of the dangerous effect of tobacco 
tars on the lungs the tobacco companies pay 
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for many of the most publicized and popular 
radio and TV programs and they were rewarded 
by selling more cigarettes last year than ever 
before in history. Contraceptives may be bought 
from vendors on the walls of wash rooms in 
many filling stations. Truly young people need 
our prayers and an example in righteous living 
which only too few of them see. 


Illusion 


One of the most pitiful aspects of conformity 
to present-day patterns is the illusion that these 
things bring happiness. 


The Apostle Paul warns of this danger in 
these words: “. they measuring themselves 
among themselves, are not wise.” Behind the 
man of distinction there lurks the alcoholic, 
heartaches, broken homes, economic loss, even 
the gutter. Behind lowered moral standards 
there looms the shadow of remorse and a chain 
of consequences which leave their inevitable 
scars, even though forgiven through redemption 
and repentance. Behind every illegitimate thrill 


there lies the inexorable demand for the pound 
of flesh. 


Delusion 


The standards of the world delude because 
they promise peace and bring tensions. They 
offer j joy and end in sorrow. They cater to popu- 
larity but it vanishes as a mist. They are cen- 


tered in the temporary and lose sight of the 
eternal. 


Are there Christian Standards? 


Christianity is not a negative religion but 
one of joy and peace and hope — all centered in 
the person and work of Christ, the eternal Son 
of God. But as a Christian is a new creature in 
Christ, so his life should show something of 
the likeness of his Lord. Conformity to the 
world and the patterns of worldly behavior 
dulls spiritual perceptions, impairs one’s Chris- 
tian witness and can make one’s life a tragic 
caricature of that which it should be. 
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At the same time it is not for the Christian 
-o tell other Christians what he should or 
should not do. To his own Master he stands or 
falls. But in the Scriptures we find certain prin- 
ciples which obviously have divine sanction. 
Anything which harms the body (yes, gluttony 
included), separates in some measure from 
Christ, for our bodies are the temple of the 
Holy Spirit. Anything which dulls_ spiritual 
perception or enjoyment should be taboo. Any- 
thing which harms the conscience of a weaker 
brother in Christ should be given up for His 
glory. For the sake of spiritual power and 
Christian witness there are some things we be- 
lieve God would have us turn away from. Be- 
cause of wilful indulgence Christians and the 
Church have often suffered. 


Christian Example Needed 

In these days when young people in particu- 
lar are confronted from morning to night with 
things which can tarnish or destroy, how they 
need to see examples and hear words of en- 
couragement for high ideals, something at com- 
plete variance with the ways of the unregen- 
erate world. To dare to be different is not easy 
but it pays rich dividends. To have strong 
convictions on questions of right and wrong 
takes underlying character and outward cour- 
age, and how rewarding to those who so stand! 
How few the Daniels today and how much 
needed! 

The Christian perspective will see through the 
collusion, illusions and delusions of world con- 
formity and stand on the side of Him who is 
both Saviour and Lord. The Apostle Paul 
speaks of his own determination to know Christ 
and do His holy will: “That I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings, being made conform- 
able unto his death.” Phil. 3:10. 


In Romans he stresses the same thought in 
these words: “And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

Even within the Church one may develop a 
tvpe of conformity far removed from true Chris- 
tian experience. Because it is the “thing to do” 
one may pay lip-service to the Church through 
casual attendance, even through participation 
in some of her programs. But a conformity 
which consists of an outward religiosity without 
a vital spiritual experience can become a form 


of religious vaccination which renders one im- 
mune to spiritual truth — unless and until the 
Holy Spirit takes hold and the sinner realizes 
his need of the Saviour. 


How Shall We Go—With or Against the Tide? 


The tide of world opinion, and of our own 
American outlook, is set against such a concept. 
Even within the Church, separation from world- 
liness seems often forgotten. The current is 
against those who will take a stand for Christ 
and His way. 


To those who set their faces like a flint, de- 
termined to know God’s will, and by His grace 
do it, the way is not easy but the rewards are 
very precious. 


And — they last for eternity. 
—L.N.B. 





Protestant Variations 


That there are variations between Protestant 
Churches is well known. This fact was made 
the basis of a vigorous polemic against us 
by the most powerful and commanding of the 
ecclesiastics of the court of Louis XIV, Jacques 
B. Bousset, the Bishop of Meaux. The assump- 
tion of Histoire des Variations des Eglises 
Protestantes is that we have all the variations 
and Rome none. But the life of the distin- 
guished Roman Catholic cleric does not sustain 
his thesis. Bousset pressed the attack of Gal- 
licanism or Nationalism against the absolutist 
claims of the papacy, he helped crush Roman 
Catholic Augustinianism, commonly known as 
Jansenism, and also led in the suppression of 
the mysticism of Madame Guyon and Fenelon. 
A halt a century after Bousset, Jesuitism was 
forbidden in France and that nation left with 
only one form of Roman Catholicism — com- 
placent absentee, secular clericalism — abolished 
Christianity. Had the Huguenots not been 
crushed by Louis XIV and Bousset, had the 
varieties of Roman Catholic life been permitted, 
Christianity might never have been abolished 
in France. At any rate, it was not so abolished 
in England where denominations multiplied 
and stimulated one another to good works. No 
doubt some of the denominations of the time 
of the Commonwealth were ephemeral, some 
were extreme; but, all in all, sundry denomina- 
tions of Christians have made England more 
Christian than the uniformitarianism of Bousset 
made France. 
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Decry the multiplicity of denominations, if 
you please, the fact remains that the United 
States, “the sanctuary of the smaller sect,” is 
more Christian than is “Roman Catholic” 
France, or the Latin Americas. And the sundry 
Protestant denominations have cooperated to- 
gether better in their foreign mission work in 
the Congo, in China, in India than have the 
competing Roman Catholic orders from differ- 
ent nations. 


—W.C.R. 





“A Thought for the Week” 
About This Fig Tree 
By Col. Roy LeCraw 


You remember the story found in the twenty- 
first chapter of the Gospel of the King written 
by Matthew—The fig tree had plenty of leaves 
but no fruit. Jesus, passing by, was hungry 
and wanted figs, not leaves. He therefore cursed 
the fruitless tree and it withered away. 


As Jesus passes by today and looks at us, at 
the record of our lives, what does He see? Foliage 
or fruit? 


Foliage in our lives might be nominal church 
membership, a sanctimonious minuteness in re- 
ligious matters, a “holier than thou” attitude, 
ethical purity or many other similar devil-traps. 
The Pharisees had all these things. They were 
“pillars” of the church. They prayed fervently 
and were students of the prophets but Jesus 
branded all this as mere foliage. There was 
no fruit. 


It isn’t the churches that are fruitless today. 
It is the individual members because when a 
membership of twelve hundred tries to “bask 
in the sunlight” of the fruit of perhaps a hun- 
dred or so of their number there just isn’t 
enough to go around and the world says that 
that church is barren and fruitless. 


The fruits of the Spirit named by Paul are 
“love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” and we 
might also add in this fruit category some saved 
souls, Christian charity, kindly words, testi- 
monials and tithes. 


Remember, the devil glories in the foliage but 
Christ destroys the tree (or the man) on account 
of it and because of the absence of fruit. 
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Studies in the Holy Spirit 


James Benjamin Green. Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, North Carolina. $2.50. 


Originality does not consist so much in brand 
new ideas as in a fresh combination of old ideas. 
Most inventions are simply new applications of 
old principles. Most sermons are revised 
adaptations of old thoughts. Most books con- 
tain nothing new under the sun. It is in the 
light of these observations that Dr. Green writes, 
“We know about the Holy Spirit only what 
we read in the Scriptures. The best book on 
the Holy Spirit is the Bible. Other books — and 
there are many — add nothing; they only ex- 
plore and expound the Scripture data and 
human experience adds nothing; it only clarifies 
and confirms what is written.” 


These studies in the Holy Spirit are as the 
author explains really studies in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. They are exercises in Biblical theology. 
Those who cannot accept the Scriptures as a 
trustworthy source of information will not find 
these studies convincing. But those who do 
accept the Bible as the word of God will find 
them, as Dr. Charles E. Jefferson wrote con- 
cerning the person and work of the Holy Spirit, 
“the crown of the teaching of the Christian 
religion.” 


There are 10 rich studies in this volume of 
130 pages. Each chapter deals with some vital 
aspect of the subject. Each chapter is incisively 
outlined and beautifully developed. 


Chapter 4, entitled “The Spirit’s Relation to 
Revelation,” is one of the finest in the book. 


The author asks “But what does the Bible 


say about the Spirit’s relation to the Scriptures?” 
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THe answers, “We 


Msay that? Examine and see. 





, 
ny 


Isaiah unto your fathers’ 


say that the Spirit is the 
Author of the sacred writings. Does the Bible 
Jesus, speaking to 
‘David himself said in the Holy 


the Jews, said, 
12:36). Peter, speaking to the 


Spirit (Mark 


apostolic band nd others in the upper room, 
Y aid, ‘Brethren, it was needful that the Scrip- 


ture should be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit 


J spake before by the mouth of David concerning 
} Judas’ (Acts 1:16). 


Paul said to the Jews at 
‘Well spake the Holy Spirit through 
(Acts 28:25). The 


Rome, 


}author of Hebrews writes, ‘And the Holy Spirit 


‘also beareth witness to us; for after he hath 
said...” Then he quotes Jeremiah 31:33-34 
as the words of the Spirit (10:15-16). Peter 
tells us that ‘the prophets sought and searched 
diligently what time or what manner of time 
ithe Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
point unto, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should 
follow them’ (I Peter 1:10-11). Paul declares 
that ‘every Scripture inspired of God is profit- 
able’ (II Timothy 3:16). And finally in II Peter 
1:21, we read, ‘No prophecy ever came by the 
will of man; but men spake from God, being 
moved by the Holy Spirit.’ 


“The passages cited bear witness that David 
spake by the Holy Spirit; that Isaiah spake 
by the Holy Spirit; that Jeremiah spake by 
the Holy Spirit; that all the prophets spake 
by the Holy Spirit. The Scriptures of the Old 
Testament then were inbreathed by the Spirit 
of God.” 


In a similar manner Dr. Green inquires, 
“How about the Scriptures of the New Testa- 
ment?” He answers, “We might reason this 
way: if the Old Testament is inspired, much 
more the New. Would it not be irrational to 
suppose that the men who wrote after the Spirit 
came were less inspired than the men who wrote 
before He came? But do the Scriptures support 
this conclusion of reason? They do in various 
ways.” The author supplies an abundance of 
data to validate this affirmation. 


Reformed theologians will rejoice in this posi- 
tive statement, “If any point can be proved by 
Scripture, it should be considered a matter be- 
vond dispute that the words of this Book were 
inspired by the Spirit of God. With good rea- 
son the Council of Constantinople said, ‘We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, Who spake by the 
prophets.’ What that Council said, the Church 


has been saying from the beginning.” 











It is heartening to read from one who has 
made theology a life-long study that “the ques- 
tion whether the Bible is the Word of God 
takes precedence over all other questions. The 
answer. one gives to this question is decisive 
of the answers one would give to all questions 
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relating to religion and ethics in life and des- 
tinv. If the Bible is the Word of God, its teach- 
ings are true, its judgments are right, its ver- 
dicts are final; from them there is no appeal. 
On the other hand if the Bible is not the Word 
of God but the word of man then it is not a 
unique book; it is not different in kind from 
other books; its authority is only human. Men 
then may appeal from its pronouncements and 
decisions. What is the true answer to the ques- 
tion as to the origin and nature of the Bible? 
Is not the Bible’s answer the right answer? I 
hold that the true view of the Bible is the Bible’s 
view of itself. If it is not trustworthy when 
it speaks of itself, how can we be sure that it 
is trustworthy when it speaks of other subjects. 
The Bible testifies that its words were inspired 
by the Spirit of God and that by the same 
Spirit its words are attested and interpreted.” 


Although this volume is written by one of 
our most capable theologians it can be appre- 
ciated by the rank and file of the members of 
our communion. Dr. Green knows how to write 
an understandable language. We are indeed 
grateful for the republication of this volume 
and trust that it will find its way into the 
libraries of our ministers, theological students, 
Sunday School teachers and growing members 
of the church. 

—J.R.R. 
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The committee appointed to study the Cur- 
rent Proposed Revisions of the Form of Govern- 
ment of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States begs to submit the following report: 


1. The sixth paragraph on Page 1 of the 
Proposed Revision suggests changes in Para- 
graphs 10 and 11 of Chapter II of the Book of 
Church Order. 









We recommend that no changes be made in 
said Paragraphs 10 and 11. 








Reasons: To eliminate the clause “and to 
which things he commands that nothing be 
added, and that from them naught be taken 
away” from said Paragraph 10 would serve as 
a repudiation of Christ’s command in Revela- 
tion 22, Verses 18 and 19, and would offend 
thousands of our members. 











To add to said Paragraph 10 the last four 
lines set out at the end of the sixth paragraph 
on Page | of the Proposed Revision might be 
construed by some as an authority for an 
espousal by our Church of the socialistic prac- 
tices recommended to the 97th General Assem- 
bly in the Report of the Council on Christian 
Relations. 












To eliminate said Paragraph 11 of the Book 
of Church Order would be to relegate to a 
subordinate position in our Church the Word 
and Spirit of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 








2. Sub-paragraph (2) of Paragraph 1 of Chap- 
ter IV on Page 4 of the Proposed Revision would 
substitute the words “and that you will be 
zealous and faithful in maintaining the purity 
and peace of the whole body” for the words 
“and that you will study the purity and har- 
mony of the whole body?” as presently con- 
tained in Paragraph 26, Sub-Paragraph (2) of 
Chapter VI of the Book of Church Order. 













We recommend that no change be made. 











Reason: The government of our Church is 
one of representative form. In it, the conscience 
of no member is bound, and the proposed 
change in language might be taken by some 
majorities to mean that a member rightfully 
and strenuously expressing a view contrary to 
theirs would be breaching the purity and peace 
of the Church. 
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Proposed Revisions in The Book of Church Order 


This report was prepared by a Committee appointed by Central Mississippi Presbytery 
and has been approved by that Presbytery. 
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3. Paragraph 159 of Chapter XXVIII of the Bat the 
Book of Church Order authorizes the Session J) lows: 
to call a congregational meeting “whenever jt bath | 
may seem for the best interests of the Church.” & progr 
Section 2 of Chapter V on Page 4 of the Pro & oi 
posed Revision would change this language t a 
read “whenever necessary.” ere 
: Sabbz 
We recommend that no change be made. : ect 
Reason: The change would limit the authority F Chur 
of the Session to call a congregational meeting F . 
Perhaps the word “necessary” represents no — . ‘: 
major change, but we feel that the Session at the I 
present has some discretion in the matter since J) 5&5" 
it can determine whether a meeting would F > 
be “for the best interests of the Church.” The F "0": 
use of the proposed word “necessary” might be F Rev! 
given the interpretation of “only in those cases FB J°* 
where action of the congregation is required.” W 
This could lead to confusion and misunder Fad 
standing among a congregation. poin 
4. Under Paragraph 62 of Chapter XIV of R 
the Book of Church Order the Session may, F thor 
without the intervention of Presbytery, meet F and 
when the Pastor is absent. Under Paragraph 9g 
3 on Page 14 of the Proposed Revision, the Fp. 
Session could not, unless directed by Presbytery, ai 
meet without his presence except when an ain 
emergency arises requiring immediate action on 
while he is necessarily absent. lo 
We recommend that no change be made. *. 
Reason: Sessions do not ordinarily follow the 
the practice of meeting when the Pastor is f fro 
absent. Moreover, the government of ou of 
Church is representative in form, and this pro F) wh 
posed change would restrict the authority of F pa 
the direct representatives of the particular | 
Church. In addition, confusion and misunder- ' 
standing could easily arise over the definition 
of the phrase “while he is necessarily absent.” 
cre 
5. Paragraph 5 on Page 14 of the Proposed ol 
Revision technically amends Paragraph 66 of ob 
Chapter XIV of the Book of Church Order s0 
as to require that the Session could not, unless 
directed by Presbytery, meet without his pres C 
ence except when an emergency arises requiring to 
immediate action while he is necessarily absent. F '! 
Pp! 
We recommend that no change be made. ‘ 
y 


6. Under Paragraph 65 of Chapter XIV of 
the Book of Church Order, the Session has 
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ower “to establish and control Sabbath schools 
and Bible classes, with special reference to the 
children of the church.” By Section 6, Sub-Sec- 
tion (9) at Page 15 of the Proposed Revision 
the above language has been altered to read 
“To develop and supervise the Church school 


' and the educational program of this Church.” 


We recommend that the Proposed Revision 
at the above point be amended to read as fol- 


' lows: “To establish, control and supervise Sab- 
> bath schools, Bible classes, and the educational 
| program of the Church.” 


Reason: The Proposed Revision would re- 
move from the Session its control over the 
Sabbath schools, Bible classes, and the educa- 
tion program of the Church. This would be 
limiting the self-government of the particular 
Church. 


7. Under Section 67 of Chapter XIV of 
the Book of Church Order the Minutes of the 
Session are not under the control of Presbytery, 
but must only be submitted to it for inspec- 
tion. By Section 7 on Page 15 of the Proposed 
Revision these Minutes would be made sub- 
ject to the control of Presbytery. 


We recommend that no change whatever be 
made in the Book of Church Order at this 


point. 


Reason: Such change would reduce the au- 
thority and freedom of the particular Church, 
and increase the power of Presbytery over it. 


8. By Paragraph 74 of Chapter XV of the 
Rook of Church Order a Minister from another 
denomination seeking admission to a Presbytery 
must have, among other things, obtained a 
theological degree or its equivalent from a the- 
ological seminary approved by the Presbytery. 
Section 5 on Page 16 of the Proposed Revision 
would change this so as to require that the 
theological degree or its equivalent be obtained 
from “a theological seminary under the control 
of our Church, or another theological seminary 
which the Presbytery must approve in his 
particular case.” 


We recommend that no change be made here 
in the Book of Church Order. 


Reason: Such change would restrict the dis- 
cretion of Presbytery in passing upon the the- 
ological seminary from which the applicant 
obtained his theological degree or its equivalent. 


9. Under Paragraph 76 of the Book of 
Church Order, Presbytery is granted the power 
to assume original jurisdiction in cases in which 
the Session cannot exercise its authority. It is 
proposed under Sub-section (2) of Section 7 on 
Page 17 of the Proposed Revision that the above 
be changed so that the Presbytery shall have 
power to assume original jurisdiction in cases 
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in which the Church Session does not properly 
exercise its authority. 


We recommend that Sub-Section (2) of Sec- 
tion 7 on Page 17 of the Proposed Revision 
be amended to read as follows: “ (2) To assume 
original jurisdiction in cases in which the 
Church Session cannot exercise its authority.” 
It will be noticed that the above amendment 
would preserve the language of the Book of 
Church Order. 


Reason: If the Proposed Revision were ap- 
proved at this point, then the Session would 
be relegated to a very low and subordinate posi- 
tion, for its every decision could be changed or 
modified by Presbytery without any appeal from 
such decision. 


10. Section 2 on Page 22 of the Proposed Re- 
vision would vest Commissions with the power 
of making decisions for the court, and to that 
extent would place them on an equality with 
the court. 


We recommend that Section 2 on Page 22 
of the Proposed Revision be stricken out and 
that the language contained in Paragraph 93, 
Chapter XVIII of the existing Book of Church 
Order, be substituted therefor. 


Reason: Every Commission should be en- 
tirely subordinate to the court under which it 
serves, and to have a Commission travel about 
within the boundaries of the Church, with the 
power of making court decisions would be 
intolerable to the members of the Church. 


ll. We recommend that Section 9 on Page 
23 of the Proposed Revision be amended by 
striking out the words “without debate” in 
the third line thereof, and by substituting in 
lieu thereof the words “after proper debate.” 


Reason: To deny anyone directly affected by 
such judgment of the right to be heard before 
the General Assembly would be to deprive him 
of his inherent right to have his day in court. 
Such a right is fundamental in any court and 
should be preserved. 


12. Sub-Section (5) of Section 6 on Page 37 
of the Proposed Revision requires a Candidate 
to pledge himself to lovally support decisions 
properly made by the Church. 


We recommend that Sub-Section 5 on Page 37 
of the Proposed Revision be amended by strik- 
ing out all language after the figure (5) and 
by substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

“Do you promise to study the peace, unity, 
and purity of the Church?” 


Reason: The Proposed Revision, at this point, 
would operate practically to deprive a Minister 
of his freedom of speech and action. A decision 
might be made by the Church and a Minister 
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might feel that it was erroneously made. If 
he should so feel, then he should have the right 
to express himself and cause the decision to 
be reversed by legal means. 


14. On Pages 24, 25 and 26 of the Proposed 
Revision under the heading “The Presbytery’s 
Commission on the Minister and his Work” 
there seem to be material changes. We haven't 
had the necessary time to study this part of 
the Revision as we would like, but we do object 
to the language in the second, third and fourth 
paragraph of Sub-Paragraph (4), on Page 25, 
which says in effect that the Commission shall 
meet with the nominating committee, etc., be- 
fore anything is done, or before any action is 
taken. It is our recommendation that these 
changes should not be made or accepted. 

Respectfully submitted this October 28, 1957. 

Edwin White, Chairman 
Elder, Lexington, Mississippi 
Judge Leon F. Hendrick, 
Elder, Jackson, Mississippi 


Hugh S. Potts, 


Elder, Kosciusko, Mississippi 








@ year ‘round Creative 
Activity PATTERN BOOK 


Seasonal patterns and simple instructions for 
year ‘round activity projects. Use in VBS, Sun 
Gay stnel) Otc. BIG... ..0s 5 dvcasers se. $1.25 


@ year ‘round CONTEST KIT 


Four lively contests — one for each quarter 
~ will keep youngsters on their toes and 


attendance up. BERD... cnscceses Kit, $1.25 


@ year ‘round CHART SET 


Four bright, colorful attendance charts with 
large Bible pictures, plus a birthday chart. 
Planned for as many as 15 pupils for the year. 


Foil stars included. 2628......... Set, $1.00 


e@ “Year of’’ PROGRAM BOOKS 


52 complete programs, plus parties, ban- 
quets, etc., in each big book... .Each, $2.95 
A Year of 
Junior Programs-Activities No. 2... .3368 
Junior-Hi Programs-Activities No. 2. .3378 
Hi-Teen Programs-Activities No. 2. ..3388 


@ Be sure your school is using Standard lesson 
helps — Graded or Uniform. A posta! card 
will bring you samples. 


[=] At your Bookstore, or 


BY STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 
Dept. SP-1 














Remember... 


No Physical 


Examination 


of Ministers or Lay 
Employees is required 
throughout January 


IN OBTAINING 
PRESBYTERIAN 
GROUP INSURANCE 


NEW MAJOR MEDICAL 

PLAN NOW OFFERS 

MAXIMUM OF $7,500 
PER PERSON in BENEFITS 


$6,740 more than in old plan, 
and one does not have to be 
hospitalized or totally dis- 
abled. Includes drugs, medi- 
cines and many other services. 
Pay benefits equal to 75% of 
covered medical expenses in 


excess of annual deductible 
amount of $50. 


Churches apply to 


BOARD or ANNUITIES 
& RELIEF 


341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
ATLANTA, GA. 


Chas. J. Currie, Executive Secretary 
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One of the main speakers on the program of 
the Women’s Conference at Montreat last sum- 
mer was Rev. James H. Robinson, the Negro 
pastor of the inter-racial Church of the Master 
in New York City. Although a number of 
protests were made to the Executive Secretary 
of the Women’s Work of our Church, the Oc- 
tober issue of Presbyterian Women carried a 
picture of Dr. Robinson, after his message at 
Montreat, showing a group of women shaking 
hands with him and expressing “appreciation 
for his message.” 


There were many in the audience when Dr. 
Robinson spoke who deeply resented his re- 
marks with reference to policies within our 
church, and his own strong representations with 
reference to how our women should approach 
the race issue. 


Dr. Robinson was invited to be the speaker 
at the Mission Conference of the University 
Presbyterian Church, Seattle, Washington, dur- 
ing the week of November 3-8, 1957. Some of 
the members of the church made an investiga- 
tion and sent to all the members of the Uni- 
versity Church information which had been com- 
piled from Government records by the Anti- 
Subversive Committee of the American Legion, 
showing a list of the organizations which have 
been cited as Communist fronts or sympathetic 
to Communism, and with which Dr. Robinson 
had been affiliated. 


The Associate Minister of the University 
Church wrote Dr. Robinson asking for his an- 
swer to these charges. Part of his reply was 
the following: 


“I do not know upon what basis the Security 
officers of Mutual Security Agency consider 
me a security risk since nothing has been spelled 
out directly for me. I was simply informed by 
Donald Stone, formerly of the Mutual Security 
Agency and now president of Springfield Col- 
lege, Springfield, Mass., that he was called in 
by Security officers and instructed that I could 
not be invited to continue my voluntary work 
with members of his staff. I had gone to Wash- 
ington at his request on several occasions, and 
at my own expense, to discuss methods, tech- 
niques and strategies for winning friends in 
Asia to the cause of freedom and in finding 
more effective ways of opposing Communism. 
| can only assume, therefore, that Security of- 
ficers based their decision upon material in the 
files of the Un-American Activities Committee. 
A copy of this report, dated June 12, 1952, 
came into my hands quite indirectly. I pro- 
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Strange Guests 


By Paul D. Hastings 


pose, therefore, to submit an answer to the 
material included in this file, as this is the 
only conceivable basis I can think of upon which 
Security officers may have based their opinion. 


The Committee report lists a number of or- 
ganizations and committees which have been 
certified by various government agencies and 
congressional committees as subversive activities 
of the Communist Party, and indicates that I 
gave support to these committees and lent my 
name as a sponsor. I list them as follows: 


The American Committee for Democratic and 
Intellectual Freedom. 


The American Committee to Save Refugees. 


The National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberty. 


The New York Conference for Inalienable 
Rights. 


The American Peace Mobilization. 
The American Students Union. 
The Sixth Annual American Youth Congress. 


The Committee to Defend America by Keep- 
ing Out of War. 


The United Youth Committee Against 
Lynching. 


it is not directly charged, but inferred in the 
report, that I was a member of the Council on 
African Affairs. I was never a member of this 
group. 


I admit freely that I gave my name as sponsor 
at one time or another to all of the above 
groups; that I worked actively in the American 
Peace Mobilization in the beginning; that I sat 
in on three or four meetings of the United 
Youth Committee Against Lynching; and I also 
spoke at a meeting of this group on behalf of 
the passage of the Anti-Lynch Bill. I did so 
in my capacity as the Director of Youth Work 
of the N. A. A. C. P., because our organization 
was the sponsor of this legislation and had been 
for the previous twenty years. 


I must point out that I became a sponsor 
of the above committees all before they were 
certified as subversive activities, and I did so 
in good faith as a loyal American citizen con- 
cerned with the social problems and _ issues 
which the committees undertook to do some- 
thing about. I must further point out that 
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many of these committees were working for 
objectives which I have worked for all my life 
in other organizations, such as the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple, The Urban League, The Integration Com- 
mittee for Medical Personnel, Student Christian 
Movements, etc. At the time I joined these com- 
mittees, no one in the country thought them to 
be subversive activities. All of my work and 
activities with the above named committees 
were limited to the specific objectives to which 
the committees addressed their attention. I did 
not willingly or knowingly give aid and support 
or comfort to the Communist Party as an in- 
strument to undermine the U. S$. Government.” 


(End of quote from Dr. Robinson’s reply 
to the Minister of the University Presby- 
terian Church, Seattle, Washington.) 


Although Dr. Robinson stated in his reply 
that “I did not willingly or knowingly give aid 
and Support or comfort to the Communist 
Party,” the following information was given to 
the members of the University Church concern- 
ing his activities. That Dr. Robinson was a: 


Signer of Statement Defending the Communist 
Party. 


Signer of Statement Opposing the Renewal 
of Dies Committee (which was investigating the 
Communist Party) . 


Signer of Petition to Free Earl Browder (head 
of Communist Party serving prison term). 


Signer of Statement Opposing <Anti-Soviet 
Propaganda. 


Signer of a Petition to President Truman to 
Save the Rosenbergs. 


Chairman of The Ministers’ Committee to 
elect Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., Communist candi- 
date to the New York City Council. (Davis was 
elected, later served 5 year prison term for vio- 
lating the Smith Act.) 


After being presented with all of this infor- 
mation concerning Dr. Robinson’s activities and 
associations, the members of the University 
Church were told to ask themselves this ques- 
tion, “Could I have been in Dr. Robinson’s 
place and not know that I was associating with 
and abetting the cause of Communism?” 


I received, through my Congressman, four 
full, single spaced, typewritten pages of informa- 
tion from the House of Representative’s Un- 
American Activities Committee, listing various 
organizations and groups which had been cited 
as being Communist fronts, and which Dr. Rob- 
inson had been connected with in various ways. 
It listed other groups in addition to the ones 
named above. 
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This is not the only incident of this kind in 
which the present Executive Secretary of the 
Women’s Work of our Church has been in- 
volved. During the summer of 1955 she was 
the Director of a Conference at Montreat which 
had on the program a Negro minister from 
an inter-racial work camp being held at Swan- 
nanoa, N. C., under the sponsorship of the Fel- 
lowship of Southern Churchmen. Although 
these young people were brought to Montreat 
for a conference on world missions, arrange- 
ments were made for them to attend this inter- 
racial conference to participate in the work 
camp at Swannanoa, and for the members of 
the work camp to visit these young people at 
Montreat. All of this brought about more pro- 
tests than anything else that has taken place 
in one of our Conferences in recent years. 


The Fellowship of Southern Churchmen is 
recognized as being one of the most radical 
groups in the South promoting the integrating 
of the races. In their official publication, 
Prophetic Religion, Spring issue 1955, they stat- 
ed, “Some churches in the South are set for seg- 
regation and are carrying out this practice in 
the name of Christ, thereby crucifying Him 
afresh and putting Him to open shame. A 
Church existing in a pattern of segregation im- 
posed by society is a living lie, untrue to its 
Gospel, a Judas in its betrayal of Christ.” 


When men such as these are invited to par- 
ticipate in our Church Conferences, it indicates 
a lack of proper wisdom and judgment on the 
part of the Conference Director which is abso- 
lutely necessary for one in this responsible posi- 
tion. It is such incidents as these that are caus- 
ing great concern among the members of the 
Church, and tends to cause them to lose respect 
for, and confidence in, the leadership and pro- 
grams of the Church. The responsible Boards 
should take whatever steps that are necessary 
to see that it does not happen again. When any 
conference set up for the promotion of one 
branch of our church’s work is used as a plat- 
form to promote something else, something un- 
related to that work, and when those chosen 
to do the promoting not only are from outside 
the bounds of our church but are affiliated with 
activities which we most seriously question, 
somewhere along the line some serious questions 
need to be asked and answered. 


a McGuffey’s Readers 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
been completed. Each reader is custom made from plates 
used in the 1879 revised edition . . . same type and 
binding. You can now purchase exact copies of these 
famous readers at the following low prices: 








BE ND sedntienioticctnn $2.25 4th Reader .................. $3.25 
2nd Reader ................ $2.50 5th Reader ............... $3.50 
3rd Reader .................. $2.75 6th Reader .................. $3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders!!! 
OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-18, Rowan, lowa 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 2 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Privileges Of Church Membership 


Background Scripture: Luke 4:14-21; II Corinthians 9:6-8; Galatians 6:1-5; Hebrews 4:14-16; 


10:23-25; I Peter 2:9,10 


Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 5:11-19 


Why join the church? This is a question that is often asked. Why not be a secret disciple? Why 
not live our lives without becoming a member of the church? There are many answers to these ques- 
tions. Some of these answers are found in the selections for our study today. Jesus said whosoever shall 


be ashamed of Me.. 


. of him will I be ashamed. He commanded us to be baptized and baptism is recog- 


nized as a sign of church membership. Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathaea are rightly honored 


for their care of the body of Jesus, but think 
of what these two men might have been if they 
had openly and zealously taken their places 
among the disciples of our Lord. They might 
have been among the Twelve Apostles. 

In our Devotional Reading we are reminded 
that we are not to live unto ourselves but unto 
Him who died for us and rose again. We are 
“new creatures” in Christ and He has committed 
to us the “word of reconciliation”. We are His 
ambassadors to a world which is alienated from 
God and our business is to beseech men to be 
reconciled to God. It is an honor and a privilege 
to belong to a body which has this for its pur- 
pose. We can do this best by doing it together, 
as members of His Body, His Church. What 
are some of the privileges we enjoy as members? 
I. The Privilege of Teaching and Preaching and 

Listening to the Word of God. Luke 4:14-21. 

It was Jesus’ custom to go to the synagogue 
on the Sabbath Day. This was the place of wor- 
ship. As a visiting “Rabbi” or Teacher, He 
was given the opportunity of speaking to the 
congregation. The book of the prophet Isaiah 
was given Him and He found the place where 
it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor, etc. When He finished read- 
ing He closed the book and preached to them. 
They wondered at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of His mouth. 

The Protestant Church as a whole makes 
Teaching and Preaching two of the most essen- 
tial and important parts of worship. We are 
lollowing the example of Jesus and of the Apos- 
tles in doing this. It is one of the great privi- 
leges of church membership to be taught the 
Word of God. In the Sunday School we spend 
our time — or should spend our time — in 
the study of the Word of God. The service of 
worship which usually follows is sometimes 
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called the “Preaching Service.” It is not all 

preaching. It has many other phases such as 

singing and praying, but in most churches the 

Sermon is the center of the service, as it seemed 

to be at Nazareth when Jesus preached. 

II. Privilege of Giving: I1 Corinthians 9:6-8 
(include 5). 

In I Corinthians 16:2 Paul says, Upon the 
first day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store. Here again he is speaking of 
our gifts and the privilege we have of giving, 
not grudgingly, or of necessity, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. We worship God with our 
tithes and offerings. This is one way we can 
all take a part in the worship service. Some 
may not be able to sing; some may not feel 
like leading in praver; but all can give. If we 
realize that giving is a privilege, and not a bur- 
den, we will enjoy the service of the church 
far more and receive a much greater blessing 
for “God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you,” and God loves a cheerful giver, and 
it is more blessed to give than to receive, for 
our Lord Himself tells us this. Giving is a 
privilege. 

III. Privilege of Bearing One Another's Burdens: 
Galatians 6:1-5. 

All of us have burdens. It may be the burden 
of sin and guilt. One member of the church 
may have fallen into sin. What are we to do? 
Paul says to restore such a one in the spirit 
of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also 
be tempted. Try to lift him up and set him 
on his feet again. It may be the burden of 
misfortune, sickness or sorrow. One of the 
greatest privileges we have is to help those in 
trouble. A “love gift” sent to a needy brother 
or sister will be one of the finest bits of service 
we can do for our Master. Read again those 
solemn words in Matthew 25: “Inasmuch as 
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ve did it to one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.” The church has 
missed many golden opportunities for this sort 
of service. The law of Christ was to bear bur- 
dens. He bore our sins in His own body on 
the tree. The least we can do is to find someone 
in need and help somebody today. There may 
come a day when you will need somebody to 
help bear your burden. The Great Burden- 
bearer is expecting you to bear one another’s 
burdens: to follow His law and His example. 


IV. The Privileges of the Throne of Grace: 
Hebrews 4: 14-16. 

The Throne of Grace is possible because of 
the Priestly work of our Redeemer. Our Great 
High Priest has passed into the heavens, having 
completed His atoning work on the cross and 
is now at the right hand of God making inter- 
cession for us. It is because of His work that 
we can “come boldly” and “with confidence” 
to this throne. He is our perfect High Priest 
because He was cne of us, touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities and tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin. It was 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that led Him 
to suffer and die on the cross in our stead. 


There is a two-fold blessing awaiting us when 
we come to the throne of grace. First, we ob- 
tain mercy. All have sinned; we have sinned; 
and the first need is mercy. Have mercy upon 
me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness; 
according to the multitude of thy tender mer- 
cies blot out my transgressions. What a blessed 
privilege to kneel at the throne of grace and 
know that all our sins are forgiven! Then, a 
second blessing is ours: grace to help in time of 
need. Our need for mercy has been met, but 
there are other pressing needs of our souls: 
may be need for strength to meet some tempta- 
tion or need of guidance in our problems, or 
need for comfort or encouragement. Whatever 
our need, the throne of grace is the place to 
have that need met. What a Friend we have in 
Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear; what a 
privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
The Throne of grace is a wonderful place; have 
vou not found it so? What would we do without 
it? 


V. The Privilege of Encouraging One Another: 
Hebrews 10:23-25. 

We are not to forsake the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is, 
but to consider one another to provoke unto 
love and good works, and exhort one another. 
It does Christians a lot of good to get together 
for worship. In the three churches I have the 
privilege of serving, the social side of our “get- 
ting together” is very evident, and I consider 
it one of the best parts of our service. The 
members of the congregation do not rush away, 
but’ stand in groups and visit for fifteen or 
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twenty minutes. I believe they did that in 
the early days of the church. It sounds like 
it as we read the account in Acts. This fellow. 
ship helps in many ways. 


One word of warning. This time of special 
fellowship is not to be used to “gossip” about 
our neighbors and friends, but to encourage and 
help them. This is a time when we can exhort 
one another and “provoke” to good works. 


VI. The Privilege of showing forth the 
Excellencies of Him (1 Pet. 2:9,10) who has 
called us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light. Jesus said, Ye are the light of the world. 
Let your light so shine before men that they 
may see your good works and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 


Peter says that we who are a chosen genera- 
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people (people for God’s own posses- 
sion), have the privilege of glorifying Him 
who has called us to be His people. Suppose 
the church had alwavs kept this in mind, would 
not the story have been a far different one? 
How often the church has sought to glorify 
herself instead of her Saviour! How often we 
have ceased to be in the eyes of the world a 
“peculiar people”! The church has sometimes 
seemed eager to copy the world instead of 
convert the world. Israel also was a_ chosen 
people. But Israel failed to show forth the 
praises of her God. A worldly-minded, apostate 
church is a stumbling-block. Such a church has 
caused men to blaspheme the name of Christian 
and to turn away in unbelief. Jesus, the Head 
of the Church, in the Seven Letters He sends 
the Seven Churches of Asia, rebukes the church 
and warns the church that the candlestick will 
be removed if she pursues such a course. He 
calls upon the church to Repent and Remember 
and be true to her mission in the world. 


God means for the church to do what Israel 
failed to do, show forth His excellencies, His 
glory. Is our church doing this? Is yours? May 
we stop and consider our ways! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 2 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Lord, .. . Help Our Unbelief 


Scripture: Mark 9:14-29 
Hymns: 


“Our God, Our Help In Ages Past” 
“My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 
“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 
Stanzas 1, 4, 5 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 


Since this Sunday concludes Community 
Youth Week, some groups may want to join 
with the other youth groups of the community 
for a united service. If you are interested in 
such a project, you should take the following 
steps as soon as possible: 1. Contact other 
groups to determine their interest, 2. Secure 
official permission for such a service, 3. Form 
a representative committee to plan for the pro- 
gram, 4. Set a definite time and place, 5. Make 
detailed plans for the service (You can either 
use youth participants from the various groups, 
or you can invite a speaker), and 6. Make pro- 
vision for adequate publicity. 


Program Leader: 


The theme for Community Youth Week is 
“Lord, . . . Help Our Unbelief.” These words 
come to us from the very earnest plea of the 
father of the demon possessed boy whom Jesus 
healed. What can be more important to our 
spiritual growth and progress than that our 
unbelief should be helped or, to put it 


positively, that our faith should be strength- 
ened! 


It is almost certain that we would not be 
here in this service, if we did not have some 
faith. There are so many activities and attrac- 
tions to compete for our time and interest that 
young people do not come to church and take 
part in Christian work unless they have some 
seriousness of purpose . . . some very real faith 
in God. We are like the father of the tormented 
child in that we do believe. We are also like 
him in that our faith is imperfect and needs to 
be helped. If our faith were perfectly complete, 
we would have little need of instruction and 
inspiration such as we seek to find in our youth 
programs. Our purpose in this service is to 
take stock of the faith we have and to make 
it grow. 
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The troubled father was on the right track 
when he called on Jesus to help his unbelief. 
If our faith is to grow, it must be with God's 
help. Faith is not something man creates, It 
is a gift of God. (Read Ephesians 2:8,9.) 


First Speaker: 


It seems to many young people that we have 
more enthusiasm and fewer opportunities for 
serving the Lord than our elders. We are eager 
to do something important and worthwhile 
in the name of Christ, but what can we do? 
There were some people who came to Jesus with 
a similar question. They asked, “What shall 
we do, that we might work the works of God?” 
He gave them an answer that solved their prob- 
lem and ours too when He said, “This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom 
he hath sent.” Faith itself is the service which 
God desired. When we believe in Christ as 
our Saviour and Lord, we are doing that which 
is most important in the sight of God. As we 
put our trust in Christ day after day to direct 
our ways and to make us strong to do His will, 
we are serving God in a most acceptable way. 
Faith is essential. If we should achieve world 
shaking accomplishments without faith in God's 
Son, we should be missing the mark. The Bible 
says, “without faith it is impossible to please 
Him...” Hebrews 11:6. 


Second Speaker: 


Faith not only makes for satisfying service to 
the Lord, it is the only satisfactory way for us 
to live. Faith brings life. ““As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on_ his 
name.” John 1:12. “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him.” John 3:36. The way of 
faith in Christ is the only way to everlasting life. 
Faith brings power to live successfully. Paul 
said, “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13. The elev- 
enth chapter of Hebrews describes the marvelous 
deeds which were wrought through faith. (Read 
Hebrews 11:33-38.) 


The father of the demon possessed lad had 
a demonstration of the power of faith in God, 
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but over and above that, he experienced the 
peace that comes through believing in the Lord. 
The Bible says, ‘““Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee; because 
he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. 


Third Speaker: 


Faith comes from the Lord, but it is a gift 
which needs to be nourished and exercised. We 
are responsible for its nourishment and its exer- 
cise, and unless we are faithful to this respon- 
sibility our faith will become weaker instead of 
stronger. Faith is nourished on knowledge .. . 
on knowledge of the Word of God. The Bible 
says, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.” Romans 10:17. God has al- 
ready provided help for our unbelief by giving 
us the Bible. He will surely make our faith 
stronger, if we will feed faithfully on His Word. 





If faith is nourished by the Scriptures, it is 
exercised through prayer. The disciples were 
sure that they had faith in the Lord, and they 
were at a loss to explain why they could not 
cast the demon out of the lad. In one place 
(Matthew 17:20) Jesus said they were unable 
to do it because of their unbelief. In Mark 9:29 
He said, “This kind can come forth by nothing, 
but by prayer and fasting.” Their inability was 
due to lack of faith, and their faith was weak 
through lack of the exercise of prayer. If we 
will take the faith we have and put it to work 
through prayer, we shall find our faith growing 
stronger. In this exercise we have the encour- 
agement of Him who said, “Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you: for everyone 
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened.” Matthew 7:7,8. 
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Passing of W. Calvin Wells, 
Noted Presbyterian Layman of Mississippi 


Major William Calvin Wells, 79, distin- 
guished attorney, outstanding citizen and de- 
voted Presbyterian layman, died Sunday morn- 
ing, December 22nd, after a long illness. 


Funeral services were held Tuesday at 11] a. m., 
from First Presbyterian Church, of which he 
was a member more than half a century. His 
pastor, Dr. John Reed Miller, officiated, assisted 
by Dr. G. T. Gillespie, retired president of 
Belhaven College, with whom Major Wells 
was associated so long in operation of the col- 
lege. 

Major Wells was born September 9, 1878, at 
Raymond, son of W. Calvin Wells and Mary 
Eliza Miller Wells. He married Miss Rosa F. 
Watkins in 1904, and to this union were born 
five children: Alice Watkins Wells, (now Mrs. 
Charles McIlwaine of Jackson, Miss.), W. Cal- 
vin Wells, Jr., of Jackson, Miss Rosa Farrar 
Wells, of New York City, Mary Miller Wells 
(Now Mrs. Robert F. Cooper, Jr.), of Jackson, 
and Erskine W. Wells, of Jackson. Several 
nieces and nephews survive including W. Calvin 
Wells III. Six grandchildren survive. 


In 1911 he was one of the incorporators and 
assisted in the reorganization of Belhaven Col- 
lege, was elected trustee, and later was made 
president of the board of trustees, which position 
he held for over 37 years. During that time he 
assisted in raising funds for its Lulhiiies and 
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endowment, obtaining one gift in the sum of 
$150,000. 


Major Wells united with the Presbyterian 
Church in his early youth. He was elected and 
installed as a deacon in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson in 1902, and was elected and 
installed as an elder in the same church in 
1912. He taught the young men’s Bible Class 
in that church for over 25 years. Six members 
of his classes have been ordained as ministers in 
the Presbyterian Church. 





JOHN FOSTER FRIERSON 


In Memoriam 


A great and good man has recently gone from 
this present life to that eternal life which is now 
his throughout all eternity. 


John Frierson, son of William Vincent Frierson 
and Florence Foster Frierson, was born in Okolona, 
Mississippi but spent his early years in Pontotoc. 


He graduated from Southwestern University 
when it was located in Clarksville, Tennessee and 
was a member of the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity. 


After graduating, he taught school for several 
years in Louisville, Mississippi, Tupelo and at the 
Presbyterian Church Schools of French Camp and 
Chamberlain Hunt Academy at Port Gibson. While 
teaching there, he studied law at night and passed 
the bar examination with the highest grade and 
from then on practiced law, becoming a member of 
the Bar Association. 


For four years he served as representative in 
the State Legislature and was a member of the 
State Board of the Department of Archives and 
History. 
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Later he served for a number of years on the 
State Tax Commission. 


Coming to Columbus, Mississippi, in 1910, at 
once his influence began to be felt in the city, the 
church and in the Presbyterian Orphanage for girls 
and boys. 


John Frierson became a part of the life of 
Columbus, a beloved figure on its streets—working 
in so many different ways. 

A charter member of the Rotary Club, he served 
at one time as president. 

His interest was always with the Y. M. C. A. 
which he helped through the years. 

He was an active Mason, and served for twenty- 
five years on the Masonic Home Board of the 
Grand Lodge of Mississippi, F. & A. M. 

A practicing lawyer until his last illness, one to 
whom widows and orphans felt they could turn 
and be guided a-right, he was interested in all the 
worthwhile civic enterprises of the community. 

Coming of a long line of Scottish ancestors — 
some of whom have given their lives for the faith 
— he has meant so much to the Presbyterian Church 
here. He followed the old paths and the “old time 
religion” which, after all, is not “old time or new 
time but timeless — from eternity to eternity.” 
The Church was very dear to him. He served it as 
Elder since 1915. 

A great lover and teacher of the Bible, he taught 
the Men’s Bible Class for about forty-five years. 
It was his method to go straight through the Book 
from Genesis to Revelation, and as the class lis- 
tened to him, they felt certain that it was God 
speaking throughout the Bible in every Book and 
in every chapter. He did not present to the group 
a new political program, or a scheme for remedying 
social ills. Instead, he taught the Gospel Message 
of “Christ and Him Crucified’’ — that all believers 


who put their trust in Him might have eternal 
salvation. 


The passing of beautiful souls like his from our 
earthly fellowship saddens us, and we wonder if 
the generations to come will carry on as he did — 
if they will be as true to the “faith of our fathers” 
— that faith upon which the Church was founded 
— a faith to live by and a faith to die by. 


All signs point to tremendous changes. We are 
wondering just what the future may have in store 
for us before Christ comes to reign. John Frierson 
was like a Rock of strength and assurance and 
steadiness — a Rock of testimony to the Deity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ — our Saviour. 


We are thankful for those yester-years that have 
now ‘become a heritage to all of us. May we dedi- 
cate ourselves to higher ideals because of them, 


and may his influence linger on as a benediction 
over us. 


Perhaps the greatest work which John Frierson 
accomplished was as Superintendent of Palmer 
Orphanage. A bachelor, he lived on the grounds, 
and worked with the children for forty years. 
He gave of his services to this institution, with- 
out remuneration, while continuing to carry on his 
law practice in Columbus. 


A very sweet sight each Sunday was to see him 
sitting in the Church surrounded by his children 
who adored him. These “children” of “Mr. John” 
— as they affectionately called him — are now 
scattered over the country. Many served in the 
recent wars; others have made for themselves 
prominent positions in life. Through his influence, 
both boys and girls were enabled to attend college. 
The girls have become teachers, nurses, business 
women, or have married and become mothers of 
families; but, wherever they are today, their love 
for “Mr. John” has never waned, and they have 
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come back through the years, to visit him as to a 
beloved father. 


Six of “his boys” who are now living in Colum- 
bus, were the active pall bearers for his funeral, 
held in the First Presbyterian Church on Monday 
morning, December 9th, where the pastor, Dr. 
Horace L. Villee, officiated. The Elders and Dea- 
cons of the Church, and the members of his Bible 
Class, were honorary pall bearers. Some of “his 
girls” helped in singing his favorite hymns; and 
assisted in the home. 

After the services here, interment was in the 
cemetery at Pontotoc, his old home, where Dr. 
Villee was assisted by the Rev. Robert W. Hardy, 
an old friend of the deceased. 


In keeping with “Mr. John’s” love for Palmer 
Orphanage, it was his request that friends, instead 
of sending flowers, would contribute to a memorial 
fund for the Home. How like him was this thought! 
His whole life was lived for others! 


It has been said that “‘somewhere in the secret 
of every soul is hidden the gleam of a perfect life.” 
How wonderfully he helped develop, through Christ, 
this “gleam” in so many lives! There are many 
who can say of him, “I live because he has passed 
my way’ — because he has shown me the “well 
of water springing up into everlasting life.” A 
little touch showing his influence: one of his 
“boys” returned recently to visit another one, now 
married and living here. Before the meal, the host 
asked the blessing, and the other remarked: “I 
always have the blessing, too. I could never get 
away from Mr. John’s teaching.” 


John Frierson is survived by two sisters: Mrs. 
Enoch Stephenson, who has lived with him for a 
number of years, and Mrs. Julian Chisholm of 
Baltimore, Maryland; and two brothers: William 
Vincent Frierson, Jr., now living in Palatka, Flor- 
ida, and Dr. S. E. Frierson of Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. There are also nephews and nieces, and 
their children. So this wonderful heritage will go 
on and on. 

When I visited Edinborough, it seemed to me 
that I met John Knox wherever I turned. Al- 
though born in 1505, he is still the most vital force 
in Scotland today. And so with John Frierson’s 
influence. It will continue in Columbus through the 
lives of all whom he has touched, for he, too, “‘liveth 
and abideth forever.” 


Erroldine Hay Bateman 
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Contemporary Religious Thought 


Neo-Orthodoxy And Scripture 


By Fred H. Klooster 


Reprinted from the Nov. 15, 1957 issue of THE BANNER, Official Organ of the Christian Reformed Church. 


NEO-ORTHODOX THEOLOGIANS main- 
tain that they have abandoned Modernism and 
have returned to the orthodoxy of the Reformers. 
It is necessary for us, then to define the Reforma- 
tion. Just what was that great movement? 


What Was the Reformation? 


The name “Reformation” is a protestant des- 
ignation for the movement spearheaded by 
Luther and Calvin. Roman Catholics call 
Luther’s action a “revolt” and the entire move- 
ment a “revolution” against the authority of 
the Church. This “Protestant Revolution,” as- 
serts Rome, did not reach its logical conclusion 
until Liberalism also rejected the authority of 
Scripture, thereby asserting man’s full autonomy. 


A study of the historical data clearly indicates 
the error of Rome’s interpretation. The Re- 
formers did not “revolt” against authority as 
such — they rejected a false authority which 
had become tyrannical. They rejected a false 
church with unbiblical doctrines. But they did 
this in submission to the genuine authority of 
Jesus Christ by acknowledging the Holy Scrip- 
tures as normative. 


Martin Luther, agonizingly seeking peace with 
God, rediscovered Holy Scripture and therein 
found the answer to his quest. That answer was 
Jesus Christ: the sinner is justified by faith 
in Christ. These were the basic principles of 
the Reformation — the re-discovery of Jesus 
Christ through the authority of Holy Scripture. 
The phrases sola fide and sola gratia pointed 
to justification by faith alone, not works; by 
grace alone in and through Jesus Christ. And 
the phrase sola scriptura et scriptura sola pointed 
to Scripture as the exclusive source and norm 
for faith and practice. Neither the church nor 
the traditions of men might overshadow the 
authority of God’s Word. The Reformers were 
engaged in reformation, not in revolution, for 
they called the church back to the authority of 


Scripture, and through Scripture, back to Jesus 
Christ. 


Now we must determine to what extent Neo- 
orthodoxy has returned to the Reformation as 
thus described. In this article we shall limit 
our consideration to Neo-orthodoxy and Scrip- 
ture. 
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Is Scripture the Authoritative Word of God? 


We must readily acknowledge that Neo- 
orthodoxy has fostered a new interest in revela- 
tion and Scripture on the part of many former 
Liberals. Neo-orthodoxy does not regard the 
Bible merely as a record of man’s religious ex- 
periences as many Liberals did. The Bible is 
now regarded as a witness or pointed to revela- 
tion. However, all Neo-orthodox theologians 
agree that the Bible is not the infallible and 
authoritative Word of God. 


The Reformers, especially Calvin, regarded 
Scripture as the authoritative Word of God 





Barth, Brunner, Tillich and Niebuhr, 
while all have high regard for the Bible, 
are agreed that it is not the verbally and 
infallible Word of God. 





because it was verbally inspired by the Holy 
Spirit and hence infallible.' The classic Re- 
formed Creeds such as the Belgic Confession? 
and the Westminster Confession,’ are believed 
to reflect substantially Calvin’s view of Scrip- 
ture. Now there can be absolutely no doubt that 
these creedal statements are flatly rejected by 
Neo-orthodox theologians. Herein lies some- 
thing of the newness of their position. One 
will not begin to understand Neo-orthodoxy if 
he overlooks this crucial difference between Neo- 
orthodoxy and the Reformers. 


The uniqueness of the position of Barth, 
Brunner, Tillich and Niebuhr is that, while all 
have high regard for the Bible, they are agreed 
that it is not the verbally inspired and infallible 
Word of God. They seem to agree with Ortho- 
doxy when they assert the importance of Scrip- 
ture, but they obviously agree with Modernism 
and higher criticism in denying that the Bible 
is the authoritative, infallible Word of God. 


What Is Brunner’s Position? 


In lectures delivered in the United States 
as early as 1928, Emil Brunner made his position 
clear. Although I hope to deal with Neo-ortho- 
doxy’s Christology in a later article, it is im- 
portant to note that Brunner’s denial of. the 
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infallibility of Scripture is parallel to his denial 
of the deity of the historical Jesus. This is 
typical of Neo-orthodoxy. Brunner says: “The 
word of God in the Scripture is as little to be 
identified with the words of the Scriptures, as 
the Christ according to the flesh is to be identi- 
fied with the Christ according to the spirit. The 
words of the Scripture are human; that is, God 
makes use of human, and, therefore, frail and 
fallible words of men who are liable to err. But 
men and their words are the means through 
which God speaks to men and in men.”* Anyone 
who holds the “theory of verbal inspiration,” 
says Brunner, “misrepresents what true faith 
conceives the Bible to be”: and such a one “has 
never truly understood the word of God; he 
does not know what constitutes revelation.”® 


Upon what basis and for what reason can 
Brunner be so certain of his position? His an- 
swer is the answer of Neo-orthodoxy in general. 
The great scientific discoveries of Copernicus, 
Kepler and Newton; the development of the 
natural sciences and the theory of evolution — 
all these, says Brunner, have made it evident 
“that we cannot return to the view of the world 
which is common to the Bible and the rest of 
antiquity.” Therefore Neo-orthodox _ theo- 
logians refer to myth, legend, symbol, or saga. 
These terms provide Neo-orthodoxy with the 
means for reinterpreting the Scriptures to which 
they claim to return. 


Must Protestant Theology Be Liberal? 


The position of Paul Tillich is basically the 
same. Tillich frankly admits that by means 
of the “Protestant principle” he aims to free 
Protestantism of an inconsistency; namely, that 
of holding to an authoritative and infallible 
Scripture. In this sense he asserts that Protestant 
theology must always be liberal. 


Tillich maintains that if one applies the 
“critical methods of historical research . . . with 
complete scientific honesty,” he will be able 
to show “the mythical and legendary elements 
in both Testaments.”’ ‘Tillich gratefully recog- 
nizes the fact that this was done by Biblical 
critics and accepted by Liberals. “This event, 
which has no parallel in other religions, is an 
impressive and glorious vindication of the truth 
of the Protestant principle. In this respect 


Protestant theology must always be liberal 
theology.” 


How rigorously does Tillich hold this con- 
viction? He declares that Fundamentalism 
shows demonic traits when it believes the Bible 
to be the Word of God and when it asserts that 
Christ was God. In both instances this demonic 
trait is the attempt, he thinks, to elevate the 
finite to the place of the infinite. Brunner 
and Tillich are thus fundamentally agreed. 
Niebuhr’s position is also similar to Tillich’s. 
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Is Karl Barth An Exception? 


But what about Karl Barth? Isn’t he often 
considered more orthodox than these men? 


On the score of denying the infallibility oj 
Scripture as the Word of God, there is no real 
difference between Barth and these others. Barth 
rejects an authoritative, infallible Scripture as 
a “paper Pope.” In the interest of his concep. 
tion of the “freedom of God,” Barth declares 
that Scripture cannot be the Word of God for 
God cannot be bound in morocco. According 
to Barth all of Scripture is but a fallible wit. 
ness to revelation. “If God was not ashamed 
of the fallibility of all the human words of 
the Bible, of their historical and scientific in- 
accuracies, their theological contradictions, the 
uncertainty of their tradition, and, above all, 
their Judaism, but adopted and made use of 
these expressions in all their fallibility, we do 
not need to be ashamed when He wills to 
renew it to us in all its fallibility as witness, 
and it is mere self-will and disobedience to 
try to find some infallible elements in the 
Bible.”* Nevertheless, Barth is hard put to 
describe how God can speak through such a 
fallible, inaccurate, contradictory and uncertain 
witness. God can speak through a fallible Bible 
only because revelation, according to Barth, does 
not involve content. 







































The vigor of Barth’s rejection is clear also. 
Rejection of the orthodox view of Scripture is 
not an unimportant matter. “To the bold postu- 
late, that if their word is to be the Word of 
God they must be inerrant in every word, we 
oppose the even bolder assertion, that according 
to the scriptural witness about man, which ap- 
plies to them too, they can be at fault in any 
word, and have been at fault in every word, and 
yet according to the same scriptural witness, 
being justified and sanctified by grace alone, 
they have still spoken the Word of God in their 
fallible and erring human word.”? Nevertheless, 
it must be acknowledged that Barth and the 
Neo-orthodox theologians do give Scripture a 


degree of prominence which it never had among 
the Liberals. 



















Is This Denial, Then, of Much Significance? 





You ask, what then is the significance of this 
denial if Neo-orthodoxy still makes so much 
of Scripture? Doesn’t the fact that the Neo- 
orthodox theologians have called men back to 
Scripture, have emphasized the unity of Scrip- 
ture and the need for biblical theology, and 
soon, negate the error of denying the infalli- 
bility of Scripture and its resultant authority 
as the very Word of God? No; let no one 
minimize the significance of this denial. The 
differences regarding all the other doctrines 
root here. Recognition of Scripture as the source 
and norm of doctrine is fundamental. Let us 
not forget that the Reformers faced a church 
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which accepted Scripture and even asserted its 
infallibility, but which had refused to listen 
to Scripture. Both sides of the coin present a 
frightening warning to us today. 


The Reformed doctrine of Scripture is the 
doctrine which Scripture itself demands. To 
deny the doctrine of verbal infallibility is to 
reject what Scripture itself declares. And, strik- 
ingly, it is to deny precisely what Jesus asserted 
of Scripture. (Yet Neo-orthodoxy wishes to be 
Christocentric.) Jesus declared that the Old 
Testament is the inerrant Word of God which 
He came “not to destroy, but to fulfill.” Of 
Scripture Jesus said, “one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass away from the law, till all 
things be accomplished.” He endorsed the Jew- 
ish view that “the Scripture cannot be broken.’"! 
Neo-orthodoxy denies the infallibility of the 
Bible just as it denies the true deity of Jesus 
of Nazareth. 


Let us gratefully acknowledge that Neo-ortho- 
doxy presents Orthodoxy with a challenge and 
an opportunity which has not existed for many 
a decade. It may even be true that Orthodoxy 
faces a receptive audience at many important 
points. Nevertheless, the fact that Neo-orthodoxy 
calls men back to Scripture and the Reformers 
must not deceive us. Neo-orthodoxy does not 
stand with the Reformers on the score of Scrip- 
ture, as some would have us believe. Unfor- 
tunately, it stands rather, as Tillich is frank 
to admit, with Liberalism. 


l) Institutes of the Christian Religion, I, vi-viii. 

2) Art. II-VII. 

3) Chapter I. 

4) 5; aaa of Crisis (New York: Scribners, 1929) , 

5) Tid. 

6) Ibid, p. 5. Cf. Dogmatics, L,pp. 14-21; 48-47; 107-113. 

7) The Protestant Era, p. xxvii. Cf. Systematic Theology 
I, p. 114, 158; II, pp. 98ff. 

8) Church Dogmatics, 1/2 p. 531. 

9) Ibid, pp. 529-530. 

10) Matt. 5:17-18; John 10:34-35. 
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BILLY GRAHAM AND THE NEW YORK 
CRUSADE. George Burnham and Lee Fisher. 
Zondervan. $2.50. 


Following the Billy Graham New York Crusade 
several volumes have appeared narrating the events 
that took place at Madison Square Garden over 
a period of 16 weeks. No one is better qualified 
to narrate these events than George Burnham who 
has followed the Billy Graham Crusades ever since 
the Crusade in Chattanooga where he was a re- 
porter for the Chattanooga Free Press. He has 
the ability to capture much of the atmosphere and 
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to portray the drama of God’s supernatural opera- 
tions in the New York arena. Lee Fisher has been 
on the Team for 5 years and is qualified to speak 
on this subject. 


An estimated 2 million heard Dr. Graham in 
person at the Garden, Yankee Stadium, Central 
Park, Wall Street and Brooklyn. Over 55,000 de- 
cisions were recorded. Ministers and church mem- 
bers were revived. Many ministers began preach- 
ing evangelistic sermons and giving invitations for 
the first time as a result of this Crusade. 


Throughout this volume we observe how God 
blessed the fundamental teachings of the Scrip- 
tures. The conclusion is inescapable that God still 
uses the ancient truth of the Christian faith to 
change lives for the better. 

—J.R.R. 





TO LIVE AGAIN. Catherine Marshall. McGraw- 
Hill Book Company, Inc. 


Catherine Marshall has written this volume to 
provide inspiring answers for those who have 
known trouble and disappointment. She delineates 
throughout this volume a deep belief in God and 
His love and what He means to her each day. 


Of interest in this volume is Catherine Marshall’s 
portrayal of the fascinating people involved in 
her life. There are also intimate stories of her 
family and home life. 


Is there life after death? Where can the be- 
reaved find hope and comfort? These two ques- 
tions Catherine Marshall takes seriously and offers 
the Christian answer to both of them. 

—J.R.R. 





CRISIS IN COMMUNICATION. Malcolm Boyd. 
Doubleday and Company. $2.95. 


Malcolm Boyd feels that the church cannot avoid 
using the new media to communicate its message. 
He examines, as an expert in the field, current 
attempts to convey the Christian message by the 
mass media and concludes his book by describing 
several successful but little-known experiments in 
which the Christian message has been transmitted 
to the modern mind without losing its essential 
character. This volume asks and helps answer an 
important question, “What is my Christian vocation 
as a communicator, or as a listener, a viewer, or 
reader?” 





THE ONLY TRUE GOD. Clarence M. Beard. 
Christopher Publishing House, Boston. $3.00. 


This volume is written to appeal to honest doubt- 
ers and satisfy the inquiring mind which finds it 
difficult to reconcile religion with the facts and 
findings of science. The author says that when 
we consider the structure of known physical mat- 
ter we find that God has left His fingerprints all 
over His creation. We see those heavenly bodies 
move through space in stately procession and 
marvel. This book shows how accurately the atom 
ceflects the image, person and nature of the Most 
High and how faithfully declares the wisdom, power 
and glory of this Creator, the God of all the 


cosmos. 





MODERN RIVALS TO THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH. Cornelius Loew. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


The author discusses first three such unacknowl- 
edged gods of today’s culture in America: science, 
democracy, and “America, the beautiful.”’ The sec- 
ond part of this book deals with the rivals to 
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Christian faith even more insidious because they 
are within the church itself. 


Dr. Loew warns “Protestants ought to be espe- 
cially sensitive to the danger of worshipping idols 
because Protestant Christianity was born out of a 
terrific struggle within the church over idolatry.” 
Furthermore, he points out the pervasive danger 
of idolatry that encourages us to believe that 
Christianity is mostly a matter of self-improvement. 
The author says, “Much of our Protestant religion 
is built on a blasphemous conception of God as an 
indulgent father who merely asks us to give a little 
time and effort to ‘the Christian way of life’ and 
who winks at our half-hearted loyalty. This god 
is an idol.” 


In view of today’s problem of confused loyalty 
to God, this volume offers many meaningful in- 
sights. 





PAUL, THE TENT MAKER. Bertram Day. 
Christopher Publishing House. $2.00. 


Any new book on the subject of Paul should 
have a good reason for its publication. The author 
feels that he has such a reason. It is in his aim 
and purpose to present the complete story of a 
dynamic personality in a book that is brief enough 
to be read in a single sitting. Paul’s labors and 
successes are vividly described by the author. Here 
is a story of a great missionary and the gospel 
he preached. 





THROUGH THE VALLEY. Harold E. Kohn. 
Eerdmans. $3.00. 


The 23rd Psalm is the theme of “Through the 
Valley.” There are 40 essays in this book plus 
many superb illustrations by the author who is 
an accomplished artist. The dominant motif is: 
“Fear no evil,’ because at the end of the valley- 
jonrney, God’s child will always be able to say: 
“My cup runneth over.” 





THE PATTERN OF AUTHORITY. Bernard 
Ramm. Eerdmans. $1.50. 


The purpose of this book is to offer to the 
Christian public an introduction to the difficult 
and yet important problem of religious authority. 
The author has attempted to put his finger on the 
cardinal issues. He states the position of each 
school of thought on this subject as accurately and 
briefly as possible and then engages in an evalu- 
ation of each one. 


An excellent critique of neo-orthodoxy on the 
subject of authority is given in the closing chapter. 
Dr. Ramm affirms that the subjective—objective 
tension in neo-orthodoxy makes the revelation of 
God equivocal and thereby the authority of God 
in the revelation is weakened. The author argues, 
“This tension is likewise exhibited in the neo- 
orthodox understanding of the Bible where in one 
breath it must be declared errant, vulnerable, sci- 
entifically outmoded, critically deceptive and in 
the next breath that it is the authentic witness to 
revelation, the Word of God to the church and the 
norm of all Christian doctrine.” 


His conclusion is “Until these tensions are more 
satisfactorily resolved, it must be judged that the 
neo-orthodox doctrine of the revelation of God is 
equivocal and if this is true, God’s authority is also 
equivocal in the world.” 


The search for authority is fundamental to the 
human mind. This little volume can be quite help- 
ful in showing the nature of the Christian’s au- 
thority. 


PAGE 20 





A BOOK OF CONTEMPLATION. Dagobert D. 
Runes. Philosophical Library. $3.00. 


The Book of Contemplation is a source of epi- 
grammatic quotations. The author gives a number 
of definitions, some of them acceptable and many 
others very unacceptable. 





HOW TO REACH THE CHILDREN FoR 
JESUS. Florence R. Kee. Zondervan. 50 cents. 


The author believes that the greatest mission 
field in the world today is found among the chil- 
dren and this field is white already to harvest. 
This volume has been written to help adults tell 
the good news of salvation to children so as to 
lead them to a decision for Christ. 





THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE GOSPEL. Frank 
Colquhoun. Zondervan. 60 cents. 


This little volume is a discussion of scriptural 
fellowship and scriptural separation. It is a New 
Testament study in the principles of Christian co- 
operation. The author believes that evangelicals 
must hold to their convictions without compromise 
and that they must stand together and not stand 
apart in order to give a strongly united testimony 
before the world. 





LIVING CLOSE TO GOD. Dave Oldham. 
Warner Press. $2.75. 


Many books are coming off the press today on 
the subject of religious guidance. This is another 
in this field. The author weaves into this volume 
many dynamic experiences of his own and of 
others. The author states the primary purpose of 
this volume is to assist aspiring Christians to draw 
closer to God and become more sensitive to the 
divine will. 





BUSINESS HANDBOOK FOR CHURCHES. 
Harold F. Linamen. Warner Press. $2.50. 


It is the business phase of the church’s work 
that is brought to our attention in this volume. 
Through a questionnaire which he sent to min- 
isters in various parts of the country the author 
has been able to determine the business activities 
in which ministers and their congregations engage 
and :to find for which of these activities they 
would like additional information. With these data 
he selected the topics to be included in this book. 
The 14 chapters in this volume discuss every phase 
of the business operations of a modern church. 





AT YOUR ORDERS, LORD! Robert Savage. 
Zondervan. $1.00. 


These chapters are the stories of some of those 
whose lives have been given in missionary work 
in South America, plus some heart-throbs regard- 
ing the missionary challenge, the greatest challenge 
in all the world. The author is a missionary to 
Ecuador. 





oq woyzsuTysey 
UOTSTATG SUOCTSSSd0y JeTYyg 
ox" SSersuog Jo ATeIQTT 














